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INTRODUCTION 
Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary 
anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. 
In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from the persecutor Saul into an apostle. 
In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins. 
 
WELCOME  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE   Lead Me to Calvary      CLC Choir 
   
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate One, 
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
but our lives do not always reflect you 
and your love for the world. 
We do not show others the tender compassion 
you have shown to us. 
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 
you grant to all people. 
We oppress others, 
even though you have set us free again and again. 
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 
Transform our lives 
and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, 
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God’s arms are always stretched open wide 
to welcome the wandering ones home. 
In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. 
You have a place in God’s house forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   Great God, Your Love Has Called Us (ELW 358) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. 
Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may 
proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 16 Thus says the LORD, 
  who makes a way in the sea, 
  a path in the mighty waters, 
 17 who brings out chariot and horse, 
  army and warrior; 
 they lie down, they cannot rise, 
  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
 18 Do not remember the former things, 
  or consider the things of old. 
 19 I am about to do a new thing; 
  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
 I will make a way in the wilderness 
  and rivers in the desert. 
 20 The wild animals will honor me, 
  the jackals and the ostriches; 
 for I give water in the wilderness, 
  rivers in the desert, 
 to give drink to my chosen people, 
  21 the people whom I formed for myself 
 so that they might declare my praise. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 126 
 1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
 3 The LORD has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
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  like the watercourses of the Negeb.  
 5 Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 6 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 
A reading from Philippians. 
[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised 
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 
faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings 
by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider that I 
have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: John 12:1-8 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 
at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed 
Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 
5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 
6 (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She 
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with 
you, but you do not always have me.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON  
HYMN  Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 685) 

 
 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs………. 
 
O Lord, we pray for wisdom to follow Isaiah’s and Paul’s words and forget the things of old that 
lie behind us, both our accomplishments and our sin. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, help 
us to press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly calling in Christ Jesus and toward 
the new things God is creating for us.  Guide us to make you the priority in our lives. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, open our eyes and hearts to recognize You in everyone we meet, regardless of our 
differences. May we celebrate diversity as rich blessings in our lives. Give us boldness to forgive 
and share the Good News. Lead us to show respect and kindness, love and serve everyone, and 
work for equity and justice. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
O Christ, pour your peace throughout our broken world. Where there is revenge, bring 
reconciliation. Where there is hatred, spread love. Where there is violence, bring safety. We 
especially pray for the people of Ukraine, Gaza, and Sudan. Change the hearts of all leaders to 
negotiate compromise and an end to war. Protect all those in military service, comfort military 
families, strengthen veterans, and bring hope to all refugees. Empower us to be peacemakers. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Creator, we thank you for the bountiful blessings in our lives. We pray for the courage to be 
extravagant with our abundance, as Mary extravagantly used costly oil to anoint Jesus. Grant us 
discernment to use our talents to follow your will. Help us appreciate the beauty of the 
changing seasons. Lead us to be careful stewards of your amazing world, teaching us to care for 
everything in nature and to use the Earth’s resources wisely. We also rejoice with those who 
are celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, and other joyous occasions.  Lord in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
O God of compassion, we pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. Restore 
to wholeness anyone struggling with long-term diagnoses, such as addiction, dementia, and 
depression. Grant wisdom and skill to all medical personnel, researchers, and caregivers. Bless 
our shut-ins and help us bring them joy and companionship. Bless all pastors, our congregation, 
bishops, and lay church leaders. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God of kindness, listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or aloud………….. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Comforter, we pray for those who are dying and give thanks for the lives of those who have 
died.  Rest your peace, strength, and hope on their family and friends who mourn. Remind us of 
the promise of eternal life with you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app!  
 
OFFERTORY      Behold, The Savior of Mankind   CLC Choir  
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  Create in Me a Clean Heart 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name. Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God, all are welcome to receive communion this morning. This table is not 
Christ Lutheran’s table; it is the Lord’s table, and the Lord does the inviting. Whoever you are, 
wherever you come from, whatever the state of your faith today — you are welcome here. Jesus 
makes no exceptions, and so neither do we. 
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DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 
we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
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who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, 
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
COMMUNION 
(All are invited to the Lord’s table. To receive communion come forward at the direction 
of the ushers and take a place at the altar rail. You may stand or kneel as you wish.  You 
will first receive the bread and then may choose to receive either red wine or white grape 
juice by small glass, or by sipping wine from the chalice. If you choose a small glass you 
will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread and wine 
you will return to your seat. Tell the communion server if you need gluten free bread.) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
Beloved, 
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, 
and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Christ, the Life of All the Living (ELW 339) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Asst/Lector: 
Lexie Reynolds, Kel Fisher; Live Stream: Doug Debrick; Time with Children: Kiersten Davis, 
Annaka Esala; Ushers: Linda Batey, Marilyn Shealy, Isabel Gebara, Karan Jason; Greeter: Kel 
Fisher, Tahlia Johnson; Acolyte: Julianna Rittenberg ; Tray Server: Kiersten Davis 


