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INTRODUCTION

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The
warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to
me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s
readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell
and Fort Ancient cultures.

PRELUDE All Depends on Our Possessing CLC Choir

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.



Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In - Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.

Amen.
GATHERING SONG Jesus, Priceless Treasure (ELW 775)
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, source of pur - est plea - sure,
2 In thine arm I  rest me; foes who would mo - lest me
3 Hence, all fears and sad - ness, for the Lord of glad - ness,
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tru - est friend to me: ah, how long I've pant - ed, and my heart has
can-not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing, ev - ’ry heart be
Je - sus, en - ters in. God, who dear-ly loves wus, from all tri - al
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faint - ed, thirst-ing, Lord, for thee! Thine I am, O spot - less Lamb;
quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear. Light-nings flash and thun - ders crash;
saves us, gives sweet peace with-in. I have borne this world - ly scorn;
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no - thing in this world can hide thee, naught I ask be-side thee.
yet, though sin and hell as-sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.

still in  thee lies pur - est plea - sure:

Text: Johann Franck, 1618—-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINE FREUDE, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Je - sus, price-less trea - sure!
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to
fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9
A reading from lIsaiah.
' Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
>Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
*Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
| will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
“See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
> See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

©Seek the Lorb while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
’let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
® For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.



Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8
10 God, you are my God; eagerly | seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no
water.
’Therefore | have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that | might behold your power and your glory.
*For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.
“So will I bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your name.
> My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
®when | remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.
"For you have been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings | will rejoice.
¢ My whole being clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
1 do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the
sea, ®and all ate the same spiritual food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank
from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. ° Nevertheless, God was not
pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

®Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did.
Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and
drink, and they rose up to play.” ® We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them
did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. ? We must not put Christ to the test, as
some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. ° And do not complain as some of them
did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. ** These things happened to them to serve as an
example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come.
1250 if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. ** No testing has overtaken
you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond
your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to
endure it.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
L At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.’ [Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these
Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?® No, | tell you;
but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. “ Or those eighteen who were killed when
the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the
others living in Jerusalem? ° No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they
did.”

®Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came
looking for fruit on it and found none. ’ So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years |
have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still | find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?’ ¢ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until | dig around it and put
manure on it. ° If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.””
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts (ELW 658)
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1 O Je - sus, joy of lov - ing hearts, the fount of
2 We taste you, ev - er - liv - ing bread, and long to
3 For you our rest - less spir - its yearn, wher - e’er our
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life, the light of all: from ev - 'ry bliss that earth im -
feast up - on you still; we drink of  you, the foun - tain -
chang-ing  lot is cast; glad, when your smile on us you
mo - ments fair and bright! Oh, chase the night of sin a -
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parts we turn, un - filled, to hear your  call.
head; our thirst - ing souls from you we fill.
turn, blest, when by faith we hold you  fast.
way! Shed o’er the world  your ho - ly light.

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Ray Palmer, 1808-1887, alt.
Music: WALTON, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815



CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.

Dear God, as we begin the season of spring and see the flowers pop up, hear the birds singing
and enjoy warmer and sunnier days, we thank you for this beautiful place where we live. And
while we worry about our world and we all face our own challenges, we know that you are with
us and help lead us all to brighter days ahead. We are grateful for this opportunity to be here
with one another this morning to hear your message of love, kindness and mercy. Please help
us to share your love with those we meet in our everyday lives, and help us to give others hope
and comfort. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Mercy, we all make mistakes in our lives, and we come to you for forgiveness. Thank you
for loving us and forgiving us, and help us to love our enemies, forgive others and give freely,
just as you have called us to do. We ask for your guidance as we strive to follow in your
footsteps and help others in our community and around the world. And please also help us to
remember that while we are all different in so many ways, we are all Your children because You
made us in Your image. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world
to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort
military families and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless all refugees and help them to
find comfort, respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.



God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit.
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us
to bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our
hearts........ Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones.
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we
too will have eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

OFFERTORY God So Loved The World CLC Choir
OFFERTORY HYMN Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, you are the bread of life

and the host of this meal.

Bless these gifts that we have gathered
that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food

but with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.
You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
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Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Bread for the journey.

A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION

(All are invited to the Lord’s table. To receive communion come forward at the direction
of the ushers and take a place at the altar rail. You may stand or kneel as you wish. You
will first receive the bread and then may choose to receive either red wine or white grape
juice by small glass, or by sipping wine from the chalice. If you choose a small glass you
will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread and wine
you will return to your seat. Tell the communion server if you need gluten free bread.)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God,

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,

now make us one loaf to feed the world;

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Beloved,

we are God’s own people,
holy, washed, renewed.

God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy,

fill you with courage,

and F give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Jesus, Still Lead On (ELW 624)
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guide us by  your hand to the prom - ised land.
safe - ly past the foe to our home we £o.
show us that bright shore where we weep 1o more.
till  we safe - ly stand in  the prom - ised land.

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: SEELENBRAUTIGAM, Adam Drese, 1620-1701

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director:
Christian Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Asst/Lector:
Chris Snoddy; Live Stream: Sam Hanson; Time with Children: Elyce Friedman; Ushers: Rod Sauer,
Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: Nick Claussen; Acolyte: Rachel; Tray Server: Jane Unger
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