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March 2, 2025 – Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

 
 
 
WELCOME 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: 
Chad Kopenski; Live Stream: Doug Debrick; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Ushers: Nick 
Claussen, John Laughlin; Greeter: Mim Almquist; Acolyte: Meena; Tray Server: Greg Newton 
 
Introduction to the day 
Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the world. It was true for 
Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us 
who see God’s glory in the word and in the supper and who are being “transformed into the 
same image” by God’s Spirit. 
 
 



2 
 

PRELUDE    Worship of God in Nature - Beethoven Donnalee Yoder, Piano 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair (ELW 316) 
 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory in the 
face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son, who renewed our humanity 
so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 34:29-35 
A reading from Exodus. 
29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two 
tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because 
he had been talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his 
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face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; and 
Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 
32 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD 
had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a 
veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would 
take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had 
been commanded, 35 the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was 
shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 
A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13 not like Moses, who put a 
veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being 
set aside. 14 But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the 
reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. 
15 Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16 but when one 
turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as 
though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 
 
 4:1 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose 
heart. 2 We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning 
or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the 
conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and 
went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and 
Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he 
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down 
with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood 
with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be 
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing 
what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 
terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my 
Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they 
kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. [ 
 
  37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 
38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only 
child. 39 Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams 
at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. 40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, 
but they could not.” 41 Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much 
longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42 While he was coming, the 
demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed 
the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43a And all were astounded at the greatness of God.]  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY   Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) 
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs…….. 
 
Transfiguring God, after mountaintop experiences, we want to preserve them and relive them 
again and again. Help us trust in your love, have faith in your power, and follow your will even 
when we cannot directly see your glory. Lead us to recognize you in every person we meet and 
treasure diversity as a beautiful gift. Stir us to listen for your call in our lives and to respond by 
boldly forgiving, serving, and telling the good news.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Creation, we pray for everyone affected by disasters: those still recovering from 
hurricanes, wildfires, earthquakes, and winter storms. Guide us to help in any way we can. 
Inspire us to be careful stewards of your amazing planet, which you have entrusted to us. Teach 
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us to care for the water, air, plants, and animals, and to use the Earth’s resources wisely. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, we pray the light of your peace will overcome the darkness of our violent world. 
Transform the world’s leaders with wisdom and courage so they will lay down their weapons 
and find compromise instead of revenge. Bring calm and hope to anyone who lives in fear every 
day. Protect those who serve in the military, comfort military families, and bless our veterans. 
We pray all refugees will find safety, relief, and respect wherever they live. Teach us to be 
peacemakers. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Plenty, we are grateful for all the blessings our lives, especially our talents and 
relationships. Lead us to share our abundance with those in need and use our talents for your 
kingdom’s work. Bless all pastors, deacons, bishops, our congregation, and lay church leaders. 
We also rejoice with those who are celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, and other joyous 
occasions.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. Restore 
and strengthen all those who are struggling with cancer, addictions, mental illness, dementia, 
or other long-term diagnoses. Bless our shut-ins and help us bring them joy. Grant wisdom and 
skill to all medical personnel, researchers, and caregivers. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Kindness, listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or aloud…………   Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Comforter, we pray for those who are dying and give thanks for those who have died.  Rest 
your peace, strength, and hope on their family and friends who mourn. Remind us all of the 
promise of eternal life with you. Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer.                                                     
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app! 
 
OFFERTORY    Hymn Theme    Donnalee Yoder, Piano 
        
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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OFFERING   Come Now, O Prince of Peace: Ososŏ, ososŏ (ELW 247) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 
and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: 
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
now and always. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
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and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
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to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
(All are invited to the Lord’s table. To receive communion come forward at the direction 
of the ushers and take a place at the altar rail. You may stand or kneel as you wish.  You 
will first receive the bread and then may choose to receive either red wine or white grape 
juice by small glass, or by sipping wine from the chalice. If you choose a small glass you 
will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread and wine 
you will return to your seat. Tell the communion server if you need gluten free bread.) 
 
COMMUNION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Nourishing God, 
at this table you have refreshed us 
with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, 
and send us out to embody your good news 
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
In the name of Christ we pray, 
AMEN. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The Spirit of the triune God 
☩ bless you with joy, 
anoint you with compassion, 
and send you in love. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

SENDING SONG  Alleluia, Song of Gladness (ELW 318) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in hope.  
Thanks be to God. 


