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February 23, 2025 – Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 
 
 
WELCOME 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: 
Chad Kopenski; Live Stream: Marilyn Shealy; Time with Children: Jana Hovland; Ushers: JoAnn 
Ball, John Laughlin; Greeter: Susan Urano; Acolyte: Eliza; Tray Server: Wanda Weinberg 
 
Introduction to the day 
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides 
us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. 
Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-
giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ. 
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PRELUDE      A Morning Song   CLC Choir 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623  

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow 
love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, 
that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



4 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
A reading from Genesis. 
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not 
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am 
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; 
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made 
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, 
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your 
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five 
more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not 
come to poverty.’ ” 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 
brothers talked with him. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 
36 Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And as for what you sow, you do 
not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But 
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
  42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. 44 It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there 
is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, 
and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is 
from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of 
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, 
we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
  50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even 
your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not 
ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
  32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do 
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children 
of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful. 
  37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY   O Living Bread from Heaven (ELW 542) 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
Dear God, while we face cold days and difficult times, we know that you are with us every day 
and we have hope for brighter days ahead. We are grateful for this opportunity to be here with 
one another this morning to hear your message of love, kindness and mercy. Please help us to 
share your love and kindness with those we meet in our everyday lives, and help us to give 
others hope and comfort. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Mercy, you call each of us to be merciful, just as our Father is merciful. Help us to do 
unto others as we would have them do unto us. Help us to love our enemies, forgive others and 
give freely, just as you have called us to do. We ask for your guidance as we strive to follow in 
your footsteps and help others in our community and around the world. And please also help us 
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to remember that while we are all different in so many ways, we are all Your children because 
You made us in Your image. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone 
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world 
to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort 
military families and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless all refugees and help them to 
find comfort, respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve 
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to 
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us 
to bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our 
hearts…….. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that 
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we 
too will have eternal life.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app! 
 
OFFERTORY    Cherubim Song No. 7    CLC Choir 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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OFFERING   Come Now, O Prince of Peace: Ososŏ, ososŏ (ELW 247) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 
and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: 
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
now and always. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
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and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
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to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
(All are invited to the Lord’s table. To receive communion come forward at the direction 
of the ushers and take a place at the altar rail. You may stand or kneel as you wish.  You 
will first receive the bread and then may choose to receive either red wine or white grape 
juice by small glass, or by sipping wine from the chalice. If you choose a small glass you 
will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread and wine 
you will return to your seat. Tell the communion server if you need gluten free bread.) 
 
COMMUNION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Nourishing God, 
at this table you have refreshed us 
with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, 
and send us out to embody your good news 
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
In the name of Christ we pray, 
AMEN. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
The Spirit of the triune God 
☩ bless you with joy, 
anoint you with compassion, 
and send you in love. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  God Be with You Till We Meet Again (ELW 536) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in hope.  
Thanks be to God. 


