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  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: 
Mim Almquist; Live Stream: Kay Cleland; Time with Children: Elyce Friedman; Ushers: Marilyn 
Shealy, Linda Batey; Greeter: Linda Sauer; Acolyte: Melody; Tray Server: Chris Snoddy 
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Introduction to the day 
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which one 
of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it 
concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the children 
God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give them a place of 
honor in the assembly. 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  
     
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   Word of God, Come Down on Earth (ELW 510) 

 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. 
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom 
and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; 
  then you showed me their evil deeds. 
 19But I was like a gentle lamb 
  led to the slaughter. 
 And I did not know it was against me 
  that they devised schemes, saying, 
 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 
 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 
  who try the heart and the mind, 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 
A reading from James. 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there 
will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make 
peace.4: 
 
 1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 
your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you 
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and 
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 
know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed 
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 
32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
 33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with 
one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child 
and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 
who sent me.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

HYMN     God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603) 

 
CREED 
Together we confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
Dear God, thank you for this beautiful morning and the opportunity to worship with one 
another today. As we enter the season of Fall, we look forward to cooler temperatures, colorful 
leaves and more rain to help the farmers and gardeners in our community. And just as plants 
grow from tiny seeds, help each of us to grow in faith and love, and help us to share our 
blessings and your love with those we interact with in our daily lives. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
God of Hope, each of us are faced with difficult choices in life and we sometimes do not know 
where to turn. Help us to remember to turn to you, because the wisdom from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy. Thank you for the wisdom and strength you give us every day, and help 
us to reach out to those around us who are also facing challenges as we show them love, 
provide them with comfort, and give them hope. And help us to remember that while we are all 
different in so many ways, we are all Your children because You made us in Your image. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, in these times of wars and conflict, we ask you to help our leaders around the 
world to work for peace. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort military 
families and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless all refugees and help them to find 
comfort, respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve 
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to 
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us 
to bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our 
hearts…….. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that 
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we 
too will have eternal life.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app!  
 
OFFERTORY     
  
OFFERTORY HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill 
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 


